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ANTHONY JOHN VALENTINO — BAIL 

888. Mr P.A. KATSAMBANIS to the Minister for Police: 
I have a supplementary question. Can the minister guarantee that this issue is not driven by her budget cuts causing 
under-resourcing of police prosecutors, and what has the minister done to make sure this unacceptable situation 
never happens again? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
Here is another example of the pot calling the kettle black. The member for Hillarys is now saying that somehow 
the court is affected because of some budget cut to police. What a nonsense. Police put enormous resources — 

Mr P.A. Katsambanis interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Hillarys, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Police put enormous effort and resourcing into recovering this person. It would appear, 
on the best information made available to me, that there was a slip-up yesterday and that that instruction should 
have been given to the prosecutor. I would say that based on what had been in the media, if I were sitting in 
judgement, I would not have asked, “Do you want to give bail or not?” I would have thought it was a no-brainer 
not to give this person bail, given their history and the facts known and what has been alleged about this particular 
individual. That did not happen. I raised this matter yesterday afternoon with the Commissioner of Police. I have 
since had an assurance that police will be opposing bail this afternoon at 2.15. Maybe we have an answer on that 
already. I understand the offender was due back before court at 2.15 pm. Assuming that that occurred, police have 
told me that they would be opposing any bail being granted in the most stringent possible way. 

The SPEAKER: That is the end of question time. 
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